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Car Stereo To Amplifier/Equalizer Converter 
(120-1338) Features 

INTRODUCTION 

Use the Radio Shack Car Stereo to Amplifier/Equalizer Converter whenever you 
want to add an amplifier or equalizer/booster to a stereo that does not 
have phono (line-level) outputs. Simply connect your stereo's speaker out- 
puts to the converter's speaker inputs. Then connect the converter to an 
amplifier or equalizer/booster. 

The converter provides a line-level output that is at the correct signal 
level for amplifiers and equalizer/boosters. 
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Car Stereo To Amplifier/Equalizer Converter 

(120-1338) Installation 

CONNECTING THE CONVERTER TO YOUR STEREO 

NOTE: The converter's wiring might not be the same color as the wires 

coming from your stereo. Consult your stereo's owner's manual to 
determine which of your stereo's wires have what function. Refer to 
"Hints and Tips" on Faxback Doc. # 37331 for wiring methods. 

1. Connect your stereo's left (+) speaker wire to the converter's white 
wire. Connect the stereo's left (-) speaker wire to the converter's 
white/black wire. 

2. Connect the stereo's right (+) speaker wire to the converter's gray 
wire. Connect the stereo's right (-) speaker wire to the converter's 
gray/black wire. 

3. Use a stereo patch cable to connect the converter's left (white) and 
right (red) line-level output jacks to your amplifier or equalizer/ 
booster's left and right line-level inputs. 

4. Check all connections and test the sound system. 


WIRING ARRANGEMENT 
Note : 

After every installation, make sure to adjust the level controls for 
each channel and all wire(s) not used should be isolated from other 
wires for prevention of SHORTS. 

WIRING INSTRUCTIONS 

1. NORMAL POWER OUTPUT WITH COMMON GROUND SYSTEM 

A. CAR STEREOS WITHOUT FADER CONTROL/COMMON GROUND SYSTEM 
Matches car stereo speaker output to amplifier/equalizer RCA-plug input 
Adjustable level matching from 1 to 0 volts 


Built-in noise filter and ground-loop isolation 



Efficient design minimizes signal loss 
Note : 


Wiring not in use should be isolated from other wires to prevent 
shorts . 
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Car Stereo To Amplifier/Equalizer Converter 
(120-1338) Operation 

ADJUSTING OUTPUT 

The converter has output level controls that you can adjust for the best 
sound level match between the stereo and the amplifier. Follow these steps 
to adjust the output level. 

1. Turn on your audio system, the adjust the stereo's volume control to a 
normal listening level. If the volume control is not turned up about 
half way, complete Steps 2 and 3. 

2. Use a small Phillips screwdriver to turn each SET LEVEL control fully 
counterclockwise . 

NOTE: You will hear little or no audio at this point. 

3. Turn up your stereo's volume control to its halfway point. 

4. Turn the left and right SET LEVEL controls clockwise until both are set 
to a normal listening level. 


AUDIO LEVEL CONVERTER 

This product is designed to convert the REGULAR or HIGH LEVEL OUTPUT 
(some times called "FLOATING GROUND SYSTEM" or "BTL (Bridged)." of car 
stereo signal to PRE-AMP LEVEL (some times called "LINE OUTS" or 
LOW LEVEL") COMMON GROUND signal output with adjustable level controls for 
each channel for the utmost audio reproduction. This product will work 
with the most common fader arrangements currently used in the market. 
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Car Stereo To Amplifier/Equalizer Converter 

(120-1338) Hints and Tips 

PROFESSIONAL WIRING TIPS 

WARNING: Never work with more than one connection at a time, as doing so 

might cause an electrical short circuit if two incompatible wires 
touch . 

NOTES: If you solder connections, cover them with shrink-wrap tubing in- 

stead of twisting and taping them. 

Always work in an area with ample lighting. 

BUTT CONNECTORS 

1. Strip back each wire end about 1/4 to 3/4 inch. 

2. Crimp one end of the butt connector to one of the wires you want to 
splice . 

3. Insert the other stripped wire end into the butt connector so the 
wires' ends are butted against each other. 

4. Crimp the other end of the butt connector to the wire. Test the 
connection by gently tugging on both wires. 

WIRE NUTS 

1. Strip back each wire end about 1/2 inch. 

2. Twist together both stripped ends of the wires. 

3. Slip the wire nut over the wire ends, then twist until it is firmly 
sealed over the wire ends. Test the connection by gently tugging on 
both wires. 
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Car Stereo To Amplifier/Equalizer Converter 
(120-1338) Specifications 

Frequency Response: 

S/N Ratio at 1 KHz: 

Input Capacity/MAX . at 1 KHz/RMS: 

Input/Output Ratio: 

THD at 8 Volts input, VR Max. : 

Channel Separation: 

Channel Balance at VR Max.: 


20 to 23,000 Hz 

61 dB, Nominal 

... 10 Volts, Nominal 
1:0.25 Volts, Nominal 

0.08% 

71 dB 

0.5 dB 


Specifications ate typical; individual units might vary. Specifications are 
subject to change and improvement without notice. 
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